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History-Social Studies Smart Goal 
	Sample Professional Practice SMART Goal

	In order to improve my students’ reading comprehension of complex, informational text as it relates to Standard 1, Elements by I-A-1, I-A-3, and I-A-4, I will implement close reading exemplars and instructional techniques for each unit of study in my history-social studies course during the 2012-13 school year. I will measure my progress toward these goals by: 

· Implementing a minimum of 6 close reading exemplars (as defined by the BPS Office of Curriculum and Instruction.) 

· Designing lessons which use grade-level complex text and text-dependent questions.

· Designing and implementing culminating writing assignments through which students demonstrate their understanding of complex text by supporting their answers with evidence from text. 

· Attending district and school-based PD on close reading in the content area. 


	Effective Teaching Rubric Elements


	1.A.1 Subject Matter Knowledge Demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the subject matter and the pedagogy it requires by consistently engaging students in learning experiences that enable them to acquire complex knowledge and skills in the subject. 
	1.A.3 Rigorous Standards-Based Unit Design 

Designs units of instruction with measurable outcomes and challenging tasks requiring higher-order thinking skills that enable students to learn the knowledge and skills defined in state standards/local curricula. 
	1.A.4 Well Structured Lessons Develops well-structured lessons with challenging, measurable objectives and appropriate student engagement strategies, pacing, sequence, activities, materials, resources, technologies, and grouping. 

	Evidence of Effective Instruction 

Aligned with the Massachusetts Curriculum Framework

	· Teacher provides access to complex, grade level text to all students.

· Teacher uses text dependent questions that require students to cite evidence from the text.

· Students’ oral and written responses address the question and cite evidence from the text. 

· Teacher provides routine, specific feedback to students to improve reading and writing skills.

· Social Studies/History content is developmentally appropriate and scaffolded effectively reflecting the diversity of students.
· Social Studies content is primarily focused on big ideas supported by relevant concepts, facts, and terms.
· Discussions are based on textual evidence gathered through close reading informational texts.
· Spoken and unspoken messages communicate that each student is capable of understanding complex text.

	Relevant Data to Monitor Student Performance

	· Common Writing Assignments
· Social Studies Notebooks
· Culminating writing tasks for close reading exemplars
· Galileo Midyear & End of Year Assessment
· Document-based questions


	Teacher Artifacts to Support Effective Teaching

	· Unit plans which include Close Reading texts 

· Lesson plans which include activities related to culminating writing assignments, text-dependent questions, and identified texts. 
· Video of close reading lesson (optional). 
· Samples of student work: 

· Collected student work with formative feedback. 
· Teacher electronic grade book on SIS

· Syllabus




